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90% Of Pressure-Mounted Gates Installed Unsafe 

LOUISVILLE, CO – September 4, 2007   
 
A popular type of safety gate are the pressure mounted ones.  They can be relatively 
easy to install and some people think that they won’t do as much damage to a wall or 
post as a hardware-mounted hinged gate.  But Louie Delaware, The Home Safety 
Guru™, has seen what can happen with these sorts of gates.  Louie states, “The 
pressure mounted gates are very frequently installed incorrectly or in the wrong 
location.  And this can be a recipe for disaster for a child or even an adult.”   
 
There are two types of pressure mounted gates – plastic ones that you remove each 
time you want to go through the gate and metal ones that are firmly mounted up against 
a wall or post and have an opening in the middle you walk through.  
 
Louie’s recommendation for pressure mounted gates are: 
 

 Never Use Them At Top Of Stairs – Pressure mounted gates are prone to 
being pushed over by a physically active child.  No matter how you install them a 
determined child can push so hard that the gate actually becomes dislodged and 
now you have a gate and a child tumbling down the stairs.  If you want to use 
them near stairs, make certain that they are mounted at least 30” behind the top 
step so that if they do indeed fall over, the child won’t go down the stairs.   

 Tripping Hazard – The metal pressure mounted gates have a bottom rail at the 
opening.  These can easily create a tripping hazard, especially for an adult at the 
top of stairs.  This can be especially bad if they are carrying a child.   

 Mounting Perpendicular To Walls and/or Posts – Pressure mounted gates 
have to be mounted perpendicular to their opening, otherwise they are very easy 
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to dislodge.  And you want to make certain the pads the pressure-mounted gates 
have are fully cover the areas where that they are in contact on either side.   

 Mount Them Over Wall Studs – You want to ensure that the pressure that the 
gate will exert into the wall.  If you are not careful, you can actually “crater” the 
drywall with the wall posts, which will be an expensive and time consuming 
repair.   

 Hassles Of Mounting / Removing / Remounting – Pressure-mounted gates 
have to be removed each time you want the gate to be out of your way.  This 
actually is quite aggravating as you have to spend time removing them and the 
remounting.  Good hardware-mounted gates can be very easy to remove from 
the wall or posts mounts in seconds.   

 Hardware Mounted Gates Do Less Damage – Properly installed with wall or 
post mounts, hardware mounted gates will leave relatively small holes in the 
drywall, which are easy to patch.  Pressure mounted gates can also scrape the 
drywall if it is not properly installed.   

 
Louie continues, “The unfortunate thing of this is that most people think that pressure-
mounted gates are a good alternative, but don’t realize that they are prone to causing 
more injuries and damage, and are generally more difficult to use.  Properly installed 
hardware-mounted gates are not only safer, but usually easier to use on a daily basis.  
As always, remember there is no substitute for attentive adult supervision for keeping 
your child safe.” 
 
For more information about Louie’s 90% Rules, go to www.USSafetyPros.com.    

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Louie Delaware, The Home Safety Guru™, president and founder of US Safety 

Pros, LLC is a Certified Child & Home Safety Professional in all aspects of home safety, 
from childproofing to home safety, radon testing & mitigation along with fire, carbon 
monoxide and barrier free construction.  US Safety Pros has been protecting homes in 
Colorado for over 3 years, and has helped safeguard over 500 homes.  

 
For more information about Louie Delaware, go to his web site, 

www.HomeSafetyGuru.com.  The Home Safety Guru™ is a registered trademark with 
the United States Patent & Trademark Office.  Louie’s book Relax – Your Child’s Safe 
– A Practical Guide to Childproofing will be published soon.   

 
Louie has been on Channels 7, 9 and 31, 850 KOA, 630 KHOW, AM760, KGFT 

Colorado Springs and in the Denver Post.  Colorado Childproofers is a member of Safe 
Kids Worldwide (www.SafeKids.org), the International Association for Child Safety 
(www.IAFCS.org).   See us at www.USSafetyPros.com, the Denver/Boulder Better 
Business Bureau and Tom Martino’s Troubleshooter Referral Network.   
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