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90% Of Clothes Dryers Are Fire Hazards 
Louisville, Colorado.  October 4, 2007 – Nearly every home has a dryer.  But do people 
take the time to do any maintenance on them?  Unless there is some reason to call a 
service professional because the dryer is not working or making a hideously loud noise, 
probably not.  Louie Delaware, The Home Safety Guru, sees this all of the time.  Louie 
says, “Most people are not aware that dryers and vents are involved in over 16,000 
residential fires each year.  That is a huge number that is easily preventable.  And it is 
relatively easy to take care of this.  As part of your Home Safety Physical™, you should 
make certain that this is not a potential hazard.”   
 
WHAT CAUSES THE FIRES?   
 
♦ Lint accumulates inside the dryer housing.  Some of the working components inside 

a dryer can get very hot, and the cottons and synthetic materials used in clothing are 
very good fire starters.   

♦ Vent hoses can start on fire when the lint inside the hose ignites.  As hot, moist lint 
comes out of the dryer, it will tend to stick to a cooler surface.  The longer the lint is 
allowed to accumulate inside the hosing, the thicker it will get.  Over time the lint will 
build up so much that the dryer cannot get rid of the hot air easily.  This will end up 
with longer drying times initially and then possibly a fire.  If you have a plastic vent 
hose, the hose itself will burn easily creating a very dangerous fire.    

♦ Solid metal vent piping can also cause the same problem, but the results are not as 
catastrophic as with a plastic vent line as the metal will help contain the fire.   

 
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE INDICATIONS THAT THE VENT LINES NEED 
CLEANING? 
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♦ If your dryer is overheating and shutting off, runs what appears to be too long or it 
smells hot, or if it has been over two years since you last had the dryer and vent line 
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cleaned out (especially if it is very long or you have a large family), your dryer is a 
candidate for a good old-fashioned cleaning.   

 
 
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE?   
 
♦ It is recommended that every two years that the dryer and the dryer vent lines 

should be cleaned out, including the lint trap.  Either you can hire an appliance repair 
specialist or you can do this yourself.  There are special brushes you can purchase 
at home improvement centers to do this task yourself.   

♦ If your dryer currently has a plastic hose, change it to a corrugated metal one to 
minimize your risks of a future fire.   

 
Don’t be surprised by how much lint you will get out of your dryer and vent lines.  As 
Louie says, “If a dryer can’t get rid of its heat easily, something catastrophic may 
happen.  It is best to take these on before they can cause you or your home harm.”   
 
 
For more information about Louie’s 90% Rules, go to www.HomeSafetyGuru.com.     

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Louie Delaware, The Home Safety Guru™, president and founder of US Safety 

Pros, LLC is a Professional Childproofer & Home Safety Expert in all aspects of home 
safety, from childproofing to home safety, radon testing & mitigation along with fire, 
carbon monoxide and barrier free construction.  US Safety Pros has been protecting 
homes in Colorado for over 3 years, and has helped safeguard over 500 homes.  

 
For more information about Louie Delaware, go to his web site, 

www.HomeSafetyGuru.com.  The Home Safety Guru™ is a registered trademark with 
the United States Patent & Trademark Office.  Louie’s book Relax – Your Child’s Safe 
– A Practical Guide to Childproofing will be published soon.   

 
Louie has been on Channels 7, 9 and 31, 850 KOA, 630 KHOW, AM760, KGFT 

Colorado Springs and in the Denver Post.  Colorado Childproofers is a member of Safe 
Kids Worldwide (www.SafeKids.org), the International Association for Child Safety 
(www.IAFCS.org).   See us at www.USSafetyPros.com, the Denver/Boulder Better 
Business Bureau and Tom Martino’s Troubleshooter Referral Network.   

 
The Home Safety Guru and Home Safety Physical are registered trademarks with 

the United States Patent & Copyright Office.   
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